E27. David is King
2 Samuel 5:1-4 and 2 Samuel 7

Memory Verse

“Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.”
--Proverbs 3:6 (NLT)

Bible Lessons

Message: God has a plan for your life.

Teacher Note: Depending on your children (age and spirituality), you may want to pay special attention to David’s
prayer, how he prayed, and the kinds of things he prayed for, and learn from it. This could be a class activity idea.

Background Note — King Saul died in battle.
2 Samuel 5 ~ David Becomes King Over Israel

All of the tribes of Israel came to see David at Hebron. They said, "We are your own flesh and blood. In the
past, Saul was our king. But you led the men of Israel on their military campaigns. And the Lord said to you, 'You will
be the shepherd over my people Israel. You will become their ruler.""

All of the elders of Israel came to see King David at Hebron. There the king made a covenant with them in
the sight of the Lord. They anointed David as king over Israel. David was 30 years old when he became king. He
ruled for 40 years.

2 Samuel 7 ~ God Makes a Promise to David

The king settled down in his palace. The Lord had given him peace and rest from all of his enemies who were
around him. Then the king spoke to the prophet Nathan. He said, "Here | am, living in a palace that has beautiful
cedar walls. But the ark of God remains in a tent."

Nathan replied to the king, "Go ahead and do what you want to. The Lord is with you." That night the word
of the Lord came to Nathan. The Lord said, "Go and speak to my servant David. Tell him, 'The Lord says, "Are you the
one to build me a house to live in? | have not lived in a house from the day | brought the people of Israel up out of
Egypt until now. | have been moving from place to place. | have been living in a tent. | have moved from place to
place with all of the people of Israel. | commanded their rulers to be shepherds over them. | never asked any of
those rulers, 'Why haven't you built me a house that has beautiful cedar walls? So tell my servant David, 'The Lord
who rules over all says, "l took you away from the grasslands. That's where you were taking care of your father's
sheep and goats. | made you ruler over my people Israel. | have been with you everywhere you have gone. | cut off
all of your enemies when you were attacking them. Now | will make you famous. Your name will be just as
respected as the names of the most important people on earth. | will provide a place where my people Israel can
live. | will plant them in the land. Then they will have a home of their own. They will not be bothered anymore. Evil
people will no longer crush them, as they did at first. That is what your enemies have done ever since | appointed
leaders over my people Israel. But | will give you peace and rest from all of them. | tell you that | myself will set up a
royal house for you.

Someday your life will come to an end. You will join the members of your family who have already died.
Then | will make one of your own sons the next king after you. And | will make his kingdom secure. He is the one
who will build a house where | will put my Name. | will set up the throne of his kingdom. It will last forever. | will be
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his father. And he will be my son. | took my love away from Saul. | removed him from being king. You were there
when | did it. But | will never take my love away from your son. Your royal house and your kingdom will last forever
in my sight. Your throne will last forever." ' "

Nathan reported to David all of the words that the Lord had spoken to him.
David Prays to the Lord

Then King David went into the holy tent. He sat down in front of the Lord. He said, "Lord and King, who am
I? My family isn't important. So why have you brought me this far? | would have thought that you had already done
more than enough for me. But now, Lord and King, you have also spoken about what is going to happen to my royal
house in days to come. Lord and King, is this your usual way of dealing with people? What more can | say to you?
Lord and King, you know all about me. You have done a wonderful thing. You have made it known to me. You have
done it because that's what you said you would do. It's exactly what you wanted to do for me. Lord and King, how
great you are! There isn't anyone like you. There isn't any God but you. We have heard about it with our own ears.
Who is like your people Israel? God, we are the one nation on earth you have saved. You have set us free for
yourself. Your name has become famous. You have done great and wonderful things. You have driven out nations
and their gods to make room for your people. You saved us when you set us free from Egypt. You made Israel your
very own people forever. Lord, you have become our God. And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise you have
made to me and my royal house. Do exactly as you promised. Then your name will be honored forever. People will
say, 'The Lord rules over all. He is God over Israel." My royal house will be made secure in your sight. Lord who rules
over all, you are the God of Israel. Here's what you have shown me. You told me, 'l will build you a royal house." So |
can boldly offer this prayer to you. Lord and King, you are God! Your words can be trusted. You have promised
many good things to me. Now please bless my royal house. Then it will continue forever in your sight. Lord and
King, you have spoken. Because you have given my royal house your blessing, it will be blessed forever."

Talk About It

In today’s story, David finally became the King over Israel, just as God had prepared the way. God took care
of David over and over again, and David always put his trust in God and followed Him with his whole heart. As a
result, David was able to experience the overflow of God’s blessings.

Talk with your child and let him know that when we seek God and follow Him above everything else in our
lives, then we are able to experience His blessings. When we follow God with our whole heart, just as David did, God
is able to show us the plan He has for our life. Share with your child that God has a plan for each of our lives. When
we seek Him and do our best to follow Him, then His plan will be able to become our reality. Talk about it.
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