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Session 1: The Kingdom of God

Additional Content The theme for our small group discussions this month is centered on an important
concept that supports the direction of our January Sunday Sermons. If we are
going to change our lives to become like Jesus Christ, then He must be visible

The Kingdom in the Bible

Matthew 5:3 to us. How do we see Him today? How do we know what He wants us to do
Matthew 7:21 with our lives? The answer can be found in two places: In His teachings and
Mark 10: 23-25 in His example. That's so simple: It's what He said and what He did. Together,

Matthew 13: 24-33, 44-52
Matthew 16: 17-19
Matthew 18: 1-5, 21-35
Matthew 21:31, 43

they comprise His Gospel, the good news of salvation. As we examine these two
concepts over the next few weeks, let's make a very conscious and intentional
effort to go beyond just learning Bible facts. Let’s discuss how His teachings and

Matthew 25:34 His example can transform our lives. We should continually ask ourselves the
Mark 1: 14-15 question: Where will | apply this in my life today?

Mark 4: 26-29

[Aakrk :’:0 Let’s also be very conscious of opportunities to share our moments of inspiration
uke o. .

Luke 9:62 with each other.

Luke 12: 31-34

Luke 13:18, 22-29 Profession is a powerful and necessary component of Christian life. Likewise let's
Luke 16:16 also look for opportunities to grow closer to each other in fellowship and to support
Luke 17: 20-21 each other in prayer.

Luke 19: 11-27

John 3:5 . . .

John 18:36 So very much of Christ’s teachings revolved around the Kingdom of God. Early

Revelation 12:10 in His ministry, the concept is introduced both by John the Baptist and by Jesus
Himself in very similar pronouncements. In the first chapter of Mark we can read:
Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
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Going Deeper

The road not taken...

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
proposes a definition of happiness
wildly different from anything we are
accustomed to hearing. How do we
square these two vastly diverging road
maps?

The problem may well be that we are
trying to overly Jesus’ road map on
top of our culture’s. Instead of trying
to synchronize them, the better option
may well be seeing where the paths
end up.

In Robert Frost's famous poem “The
Road Not Taken,” he writes of the
choice that lay before him, and indeed
before us all:

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth...

For many of us who follow the road our
culture sets out for us, the initial way
may look very appealing. Who would
not want to have a healthy family or
provide for their household? Although
we recognize the “undergrowth,” that
is, the tangled roots that might trip us
up, the trouble appears to be worth it.
Then somewhere down the way,
the culture’s promises turn out to
be erratic, and there are traps and
dead ends that we did not expect.
We hurl ourselves at work, yet we
find ourselves spending more and
more time there at the expense of
our relationships, with no guarantee
of success. We pursue every medical
test available, yet sooner or later our
bodies fail us. We chase after power,
but then find out that we always have
to defend it. We aspire to popularity,
but then can never say anything
controversial, lest someone dislike us.

Beginning with the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus began to describe the Kingdom
of God. Sometimes He taught about it directly and sometimes He used different
analogies found in His teaching parables.

Although there is disagreement on the exact number of parables told by Jesus, we
can see in excess of thirty-three of these stories and many of them begin with the
words “The Kingdom of God is like this”...and “the Kingdom of God is like that”....

He painted an unusual, sometimes seemingly contradictory picture especially in
light of the cultural norms of that time and place. Sometimes the Kingdom was a
place yet to come but sometimes it was right here, and right now. Sometimes it
was small like a mustard seed or invisible like yeast. Sometimes it wasn’t a place
at all but rather an attitude or condition of the soul.

We should put ourselves in the place of the actual listeners at the time of Jesus
and try to understand how His teaching must have affected them. The coming of
the Kingdom of God must have seemed like such an appealing concept to the
Jewish people who had seen their kingdom dismantled and were subjugated under
Roman rule. They waited for their Messiah to come and restore the independence
and glory of their kingdom. In their minds, perhaps they could see their return to
power, might and prominence as in the days of David and Solomon. But wait a
minute, when Jesus began describing His Kingdom, it didn’t look at all like the
picture they had in their minds.

Equally puzzling were the people who Jesus invited into the Kingdom. Can you
picture the opening moments of the great Sermon on the Mount? Try to visualize
this scene in your minds, this great outdoor classroom as described by Matthew:

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated
His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Seriously? The poor in spirit? What kind of Kingdom is this? What happened to
the rich, the powerful, the privileged and the learned? Why isn’t it their Kingdom?
This doesn’t sound quite so attractive. Then He spoke of some others; the meek,
the merciful, the pure in heart and the peacemakers. Those who mourn, those
who are reviled and persecuted, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
and those who are falsely accused for His sake, are all promised an exceedingly
great reward in heaven. Very puzzling.

Discussion Questions:

* When and where in your life do you feel the Kingdom of God is most “near
at hand?”
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The path that Jesus offers may not
initially look as appealing, but the
farther down the road of faith one
travels, the more truth one finds.
We discover that humility, unlike
power, needs no defense. We realize
rightwousness - doing the right thing
- is its own reward. We find that a
pure heart is much easier to live with
than one filled jealousy, resentment,
or cynicism. Step by step, we learn
that following Jesus - even if we are
persecuted for it - leads to a joy that
nothing can take away.

As Robert Frost's poem concludes:

| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |-
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Christine Chakoian
Feasting on the Gospels

 Picture yourself as a Jewish person living at the time of Jesus and hearing
these teachings in the Sermon on the Mount. How would they compare
with your understanding of God and His plans for Israel?

» Would you be disappointed in Jesus’ message? Would you be
confused? Would you be hopeful? Why?

* How can you grow into a person who reflects the character described in
the Beatitudes?

Now let’'s add another mystifying layer. Later in His ministry we can read in the
third chapter of John:

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This
man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is
with him.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’'s womb and be born.” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, | say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

Discussion Questions:
» What does being “born again” mean to you?
* Do you feel that you have been or need to be born again?

In your participant guide there are many references to the Kingdom of God. We
can’t examine all of these references to the Kingdom in one sitting, nor should
we try. However we can conclude this session of our journey by dividing them
into two broad categories. Firstly, we can create one category that describes the
Kingdom of God as a current or present state of heart and attitude toward God
that exists within the individual soul. The second category describes a future
Kingdom. It is characterized by an incredible series of events. The victorious
Christ, to whom all power and authority has been given by God, returns and
vanquishes the forces and the influence of Satan completely once and for all
time. As tempting as it is to dream of this future Kingdom, | would like to set that
discussion aside for now and focus on the present Kingdom of God. It's a more
relevant discussion for us because it is this Kingdom that Jesus focused most
of His teachings on. It’s the Kingdom that we must come to understand and fight
for in our lives today.

The Present Kingdom of God is a state of heart and mind rather than a physical
location. This is the condition within us where God reigns as sovereign like a king.
This is taken from the Old Testament where the Hebrew word for “kingdom” also
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NAC Catechism

6.2.3.4 The Kingdom of God

The image of the kingdom of God
refers to the reign of God in His
church. Jesus described the kingdom
of God in many parables and with
various emphases (Matthew 13). The
“kingdom of God” can, for example,
represent:

- Jesus Christ, the present Lord
Himself (Luke 17:21),

- His church, which is present on
earth,

- the kingly reign which will be
revealed at the marriage feast in
heaven (Revelation 19:6-7),

- the kingdom of peace which
Jesus Christ, the returning Lord, will
establish on earth,

- the eternal kingly reign of God in the
new creation, and
- the realm of eternal life.

In John 3:3,5 it states that the kingdom
of God is only accessible to those
who have been born to God: “unless
one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God...unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.” To “see the
kingdom of God” means to see God
face to face. For the firstlings, this will
already come to pass on the day of
the Lord (1 John 3:2): they will see the
realm of eternal life.

means “to reign or rule”. Adam and Eve violated the reign of God and allowed the
evil one to rule them through their disobedience. To return to the reign of God,
we must reject the rule of the “Kingdom of this world”. What does this look like in
our everyday lives?

 Itis a constant striving to search for and understand the will of God for me.
What does God want me to do?

+ Itis to be at peace with the will of God.

« It is a conscious effort to be guided by the Holy Spirit in my decision
making. He must be present in my life and | must engage Him intentionally.

« Itis an honest self-examination of myself to determine where the evil one
still exerts his control.

The Kingdom of God is present and accessible to me via Jesus Christ today.

« ltis accessible through my belief in Him; that He lived, that He died for me,
that He resurrected and won the victory over sin and death and that all the
power and authority of God’s Kingdom is His.

« It is accessible through His church where | experience the word of God
and the sacraments. Each sacrament is a requirement for entering the
Kingdom.

» It is accessible through His teachings; the instructions for how to live my
life.

Could we summarize this present Kingdom as follows: Every time one single soul
comes closer to God through the power of their relationship with Jesus Christ,
the Kingdom of God advances and the Kingdom of this world declines? Every
prayer, every moment of true Communion with Christ, every divine service where
| honestly embrace the word of God as the truth by which to change my life and
every moment | spend learning the teachings of the visible Christ advances the
Kingdom within me and subdues the influence of the evil one. Every profession,
every life lived spreading the love of Christ within job, community and family,
every Holy Baptism and Sealing expands the Kingdom.

Discussion Questions:

* As you mature in your relationship with Jesus Christ, do you feel you are
advancing the Kingdom of God?

 Is there anything about the Kingdom of God that would cause you to not
want to work to be there?
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* TAKE HOME: Read through the listed Bible references to the Kingdom of
God. How can these descriptions of the Kingdom be applied to your life
tomorrow? Are there descriptions of the Kingdom of God that trouble you?
Confuse you? Write them down.

Session 2: The temptations of Christ

Going Deeper

Using Scripture

In the temptations, Jesus and the
devil argue Scripture, and both are
adept in it, though the devil quotes
Scripture out of context and so values
its wording over its meaning. Notice
too that whereas Jesus uses Scripture
to teach him God's will, the devil
presents it merely as promises to be
exploited for one’s own purposes...
Jesus’ specific Spirit-led behavior in
this model is significant: He already
knew God’'s commands and their
context, and for him to know was to
obey.

How do we interpret this example of
Jesus in our lives? What does it tell
us about how well we should know
Scripture? How can we use Scripture
inour lives?

There is a correlation between Jesus
and Israel in the temptations that He
faces (Matthew 4: 3, 5-6, 8-9). Jesus’
responses to each temptation not only
cite lessons from Israel's wilderness
experiences in Deuteronomy (8:3,
6:16, and 6:13); the lessons or
temptations mirror those particular
struggles when Israel failed to sustain
their trust in God.

How do the temptations illustrate our
own struggles with trust in God? Our
struggles in being a disciple?

Welcome back! In our first session, we covered a lot of ground regarding the
January theme of the visible Christ. He is visible to us in His teaching and His ex-
ample. His teachings were found in the Sermon on the Mount and in His teaching
parables. His teachings centered on the concept of the Kingdom of God. The
concept of the Kingdom of God has many facets but can be categorized into the
present Kingdom that we can experience today and the future Kingdom to come.
The present Kingdom is a state of heart and mind where God reigns within us
and we give Him rule over us out of our love for Him. This state of soul is support-
ed and empowered by the Word of God and the sacraments experienced within
the church of His Son, Jesus Christ. The future Kingdom to come is ushered into
existence when Christ returns to this earth and finally and completely defeats the
power of evil and eliminates its existence from mankind.

In this session, we will discuss how Christ is visible through His example and we
will focus on the three temptations of Christ in the wilderness.

Often, we see people who teach or give advice. Sometimes we are disappointed
when we see them in their personal lives and their conduct is at odds with their
advice. Jesus conduct was every bit as instructional as His teaching. In Matthew,
Mark and Luke, we can find an account of Jesus being led into the wilderness
where He was tempted by the devil. The details are important, both as to the
nature of the temptation and the manner in which Jesus responded to it.

In the first temptation we can read the following account from the fourth chapter
of Matthew starting in the first verse:

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was
hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God.”

What can we learn from these verses?
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+ Firstly, we can see that Jesus was led by the spirit of God to the wilderness
to be tempted.

* He wasn’t led by the devil. This was the will of God and a necessary step
for the Son of God.

* The devil waited until Jesus was in a weakened state to tempt Him and
then uses the very same weakness to his advantage. It's human instinct
to survive; to feed yourself when weakened by hunger.

But see the conditions that the devil tries to insert. If you are the son of God,
then command these stones become bread. It was within the power of Christ
to feed Himself by way of a miracle, but not because He needed to prove His
identity or purpose. By refusing the devil, He certifies that the word (will) of God
is the guiding principal in His life and it means more to Him than even His human
survival.

Discussion Questions:

* Have you been tempted in this way? Think of a moment that you were
tempted to deny the call of God when in a weakened state or when your
survival was in question or that of your loved ones.

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to Him, “ If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For
it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you, and, * In their hands they
shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.” Jesus said to him, “It
is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”

Now we see some different tactics. The devil begins again with his insinuation
that Jesus should doubt His divine purpose; “If you are the Son of God”. But
now he takes a different path. Now He suggests that God should do the miracle
and prove that Jesus is indeed His Son. Recently our Chief Apostle provided
this explanation: Jesus didn’t need God to do another miracle! If we read the
previous chapter of Matthew we will find the following account:

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water;
and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Jesus knew that He was the Son of God because His Father had already made
this clear. No further proof was necessary for Him. Early in our calling, God often
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Going Deeper

Loving the gifts more
than the Giver

When we are confronted by God's
kingdom, the temptation is always to
see it through the narrow lens of our
own interests and aims. Each of the
tests revolves around whether the
kingdom of heaven is welcomed for
God's sake or the sake of something
else. Do people love the kingdom
of heaven itself or the porsperity
(Matthew 4:2-4), protection (Matthew
4:6-7), and power (Matthew 4:9-10) it
provides for them?

Through Jesus miracles the hungry
are fed, the sick are healed, the dead
are raised, and demons are cast out.
These are signs that he is the Messiah
and the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
If these are the reason people love
him and desire the kingdom, then they
are far from it indeed. The kingdom
of God is realized in those who, like
Jesus, orient their lives toward God
and not around the things that God
provides.

The temptation of Israel was to love
the gifts of God more than the Giver.
Similarly, in the church today, we are
tempted to measure God’s value by
the realization of our own desires,
rather than to conform ourselves, our
desires, and our values to God’s will.

In our lives, do we long for prosperity,
security, and power? How does
this align with Jesus demand that
His disciples “deny themselves and
take up their crosses and follow me”
(Matthew 16:24).

Itis not as though any of these things
is bad or evil. It is only when we prefer
them to God that they betray our true
purpose and joy. Read Matthew 6: 31-
33 and discuss.

Timothy A. Beach-Verhey
Feasting on the Gospels

performs miracles in our lives to show us His love for us and His intent. But then
He expects us to believe and to act on this belief.

Discussion Questions:

» Do we find ourselves continually asking (tempting) God to prove His love
for us?

» Do we condition our continuing belief in Him on another round of proof?

Next, we should notice that the devil wraps his temptation up in a quote from the
scriptures. Never think that he is ignorant of God’s word or reluctant to use the
promises of God as a means to sow seeds of doubt. Also notice the cunning way
that the devil plays to human ego. God had revealed Himself to Jesus and a small
group of witnesses at His baptism by John the Baptist at the river Jordan. The
devil offered a different, grander version. Let God acknowledge Himself to you in
front of the temple and all the movers and shakers of Jerusalem. How impressive
to float down from the pinnacle of the temple carried by angels! Now that’s the way
to make a grand entrance, and truly fitting for the Son of God.

Think of how this would make His job easier later on because who could doubt
Him after such a public display?

But Jesus is secure in the knowledge of His identity and firm in His acceptance of
God’s methods. His response is to also quote the scriptures: You shall not tempt
the Lord your God!

Discussion Questions:

* Why does God so often put us on a path that requires humility to please
Him?

* Do you wish that our church would be more impressive?

» Have you ever hoped for God to visibly intervene in a situation in your life
to prove that you are right or to correct an injustice?

Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these things |
will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away
with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘“You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only you shall serve.
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Additional Content

A shortcut to glory

It was on a high mountain that Jesus
renounced the devil, who falsely
offered Him authority over the world.
You will find a prallel finale at the
end of the Gospel of Matthew. After
renouncing all temptations and
thoroughly obeying God's will, the
resurrected Son of God meets His
disciples on a high mountain and says
that all authority in heaven and earth
has been given to Him.

We might be prone to dismiss the importance of this temptation. After all, of course
Jesus would refuse to worship the devil. It seems ludicrous to even consider the
thought. But we should look a level deeper to see the real offer that Satan was
making and thus find a pearl of relevance for our own lives. The victorious Christ,
the resurrected Son of God, would ultimately receive all glory, power and author-
ity; but only after fulfilling the will of God and making the supreme sacrifice for all
mankind. This journey of suffering leading to His victory all lay ahead of Him at
this moment in time. Can we see that the devil was offering Jesus a short cut? In
essence, to receive the glory without overcoming Himself first. In your life, does
the devil offer a short cut to glory? Let me ask the question a different way.

Discussion Questions:

» Do you think that we can receive eternal glory without first overcoming
ourselves in a similar way to Christ?

* How does being reborn of water and spirit assist you in battling against
temptation?

* How do temptations affect your relationship with Jesus?

* How does this shape our immediate expectations for our life in Christ?
Please share your thoughts on this subject with one another.

Session 3: Christ’s teaching and example

NAC Catechism

12.1.17 The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer is a valuable legacy
which Jesus gave to those who
believe in Him. With it the Son of God
gave an example of how we are to
pray to the Father in heaven.

This prayer of the Son of God has
been handed down in one version
containing five pleas (Luke 11:2-4) and
in a more detailed version containing
seven pleas (Matthew (6: 9-13).

Welcome back! In our last sessions, we discussed the idea of discovering the
visible Christ. He is visible to us in His teaching and His example. His teach-
ings were found in the Sermon on the Mount and in His teaching parables. His
teachings centered on the concept of the Kingdom of God. The concept of the
Kingdom of God has many facets but can be categorized into the present King-
dom that we can experience today and the future Kingdom to come. The present
Kingdom is a state of heart and mind where God reigns within us and we give
Him rule over us out of our love for Him. This state of soul is supported and em-
powered by the Word of God and the sacraments experienced within the church
of His Son, Jesus Christ. The future Kingdom to come is ushered into existence
when Christ returns to this earth and finally and completely defeats the power of
evil and eliminates its existence from mankind. We also discussed the idea that
Christ is visible to us via His example. The three temptations of Christ show us
how He rejected the influence of the evil one in His own life and gave us a visible
template for doing the same.
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NAC Catechism

121.7.2.3
Your kingdom come

The kingdom of God has already
dawned in Christ and is present in His
church. “Your kingdom come” means
that the Lord is to become more and
more perceptible in the congregation.

Beyond that, these words allude to
the revelation of the future kingdom of
God, which will begin with the marriage
of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-7). In
this respect, the plea that the kingdom
of God may come refers first and
foremost to the return of Christ to take
home His bride. However, this plea
reaches even further into the future:
after the marriage of the Lamb in
heaven, the Son of God will establish
His kingdom of peace on earth, in
which the gospel will be preached to
allhuman beings. The kingdom of God
will appear in perfect glory and endure
forever once God has created a new
heaven and a new earth after the Last
Judgement.

121.7.2.7
And do not lead us
into temptation

With the plea not to be led into
temptation, believers beseech God
to help them resist sin with all their
strength.  Furthermore, they ask
that the trials of faith may not be too
severe and that they may be protected
from many of the temptations of
Satan. However, God will permit
temptations in the form of frials in
order to give believers a chance to
prove themselves in faith. (Example -
Genesis 22:1-18)

God watches over our faithfulness to
Him so that it does not break: “God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will also make
the way of escape, that you may be
able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

In our final session, | would like to go deeper into some additional attributes
of Christ’s teachings and example that are highly relevant to us today. We can
begin by tracing the connection between the Lord’s Prayer to His teachings of
the Kingdom. We say this prayer in every divine service. With repetition comes
the danger of creating a cliché or a lifeless recital. We risk losing the power and
authentic meaning. Remember, the Lord’s Prayer was Jesus response to a sim-
ple request by His disciples: teach us to pray! His prayer contains elements that
bring the Kingdom of God alive within us and which help us overcome temptation
as He did.

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven... In this
phrase | ask that the presence of the Kingdom of God comes into my life. | ac-
knowledge that this happens when | give Him the ultimate authority in all matters;
in my personal decision making, in my family, in my congregation.

Discussion Questions:

* Please share with the group, how do you personally remind yourself to
keep the reign of God alive in your life?

* How do you discover the will of God? How do you know it's Him speaking

to you?

Lead us not into temptation, Deliver us from the evil one... Here we ask God
to guide us away from the influence of Satan and for the strength and wisdom to
renounce the reign of sin in our life.

Discussion Questions:
* How do you identify the influence of evil in your life?

* How do you picture yourself actively renouncing the reign of sin and
replacing it with the reign of God?

» Besides prayer, where do you get the strength to make this decision and
to act on it?

For yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever... This phrase
causes us to recognize the complete power and authority of God’s Kingdom over
evil. Christ could say that all power and authority was given to Him by His Father
via His victory over sin and death. It is absolute and it is eternal.

Discussion Questions:
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Apostle James wrote as follows
concerning the temptation to sin: “Let
no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am
tempted by God’: for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself
tempt anyone. But each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his
own desires and enticed. Then, when
desire has conceived, it gives birth
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
brings forth death” (James 1:13-15).
This reinforces the certainty that our
heavenly Father - who through the
Holy Spirit moves us to every good
work and provides us with the strength
to overcome our imperfections
through the body and blood of Jesus
- never tempts us to sin, but tests us to
prove our faith.

12.1.7.2.8
But deliver us from the evil one

The plea “But deliver us from the evil
one” expresses the wish that God may
deliver us from tribulations that lead to
sin. Furthermore, the evil from which
we ask God to deliver us consists
of everything that emanates from
Satan. Ultimately this is a plea for final
liberation from the evil one himself.

Through His sacrifice, Christ made
redemption possible. In the Son of
God we have ‘redemption..., the
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14).
Redemption is an ongoing process,
which ultimately leads to perfect liberty
from all of Satan’s claims. Only then
will our redemption be complete.

12.1.7.2.9
Yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever...

These pleas are followed by an
expression of praise to God, where-in
the Most High is given the honor and
glory He is due. He, the Lord of His
kingdom, assists the believers with
His power, so that they may share
His glory in all eternity. This will be
fulfilled for the bridal congregation at
the return of Christ (Colossians 3:4).

+ Do you sometimes feel that evil is winning in the world?

* How do you reconcile this with the absolute victory of Christ over sin?

» What effect does this have on your faith and hope in God’s promise to you

of eternal life?

Principles of the Kingdom
Now let's move to another concept. In His teachings, Christ redefined the old
Mosaic Law. We should be clear about the guiding principles of the Kingdom of
God and be guided in our conduct so that we can abide there. What are some of

these principles?

Love God with all your heart, soul and mind and your neighbor as
yourself.

A new commandment | give you, that you love one another as | have
loved you.

Judge not, lest you be judged.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that | have commanded you.
Discussion Questions:
« Currently, how does living your life according to the Great Commandment
and the Great Commission expand the Kingdom of God (Discuss each

individually)?

« Do your own internal belief systems, customs, or culture conflict with the
Laws or principles of the Kingdom?

» Which of these principles has been the hardest for you to incorporate into
your life?

* Do you think these laws are negotiable?

« Can you share with the group; where are the opportunities to apply these
laws in a more vigorous way in your life?

* How can your group support you?
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